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on this island such as the areca, jack and plaintain are
irrigated by the sweet and nectarine channels of water
issuing from coconuts which are split by the fish that
toss up in a sportive mood (sL 25 to 27)*

The holy town Srirangam, Parasara repeats, is the
same as the celestical abode of Visnu known as Ayodhya
and Aparajita85 glorified in the Veda-s. The chain of
high mansions of this town seems to connect heaven
and earth in a bid to render even the worldly life divine.
Next Parasara also pays homage to the guardian deities
of the town such as Kumuda, Kumudaksa and Pundarika
who, mounted on their vehicles and wielding their
characteristic weapons, always protect the people.

The sanctity of the town is further glorified by Parasara
when he says that even the eternally liberated souls
{nitya-s}, the liberated ones [mukta-s] and those bound
souls [baddha-s) who consider this particular birth as
the very last one, all resort to this town by taking up
the configurations as men, animals and plants respectively
(sl. 28 to 33).

The number of gopura-s and the prakara-s (outer
walls) of the temple appear to a devout person as Garuda
himself protecting the Lord with his magnificent wings.
Parasara also records a traditional view that Parakalakavi
(Tirumangai Alvar) constructed the mamntandapa-hsiU by
using the golden images of Buddha who were defeated
by him earlier in a verbal duel (sl. 36).

What follows then is the description of the sentinels,
namely, Canda and Pracanda, and the thousand-pillared
hall which reminds the poet again of Sri Vaikuntha,
described in the Veda-s^-s having such a thousand pillared
hall. In the following two verses, the tank called
Candrapuskarim is described as the place in whose waters